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Malalai Joya – Bio
Malalai Joya is a 27 year old Member of the Afghan Parliament. She was elected to the 249-seat National Assembly, or Wolesi Jirga in September 2005, as a representative of Farah Province. Malalai won the second highest number of votes in the province. 

Malalai Joya rose to fame in December 2003 when, as an elected delegate to the Constitutional Loya Jirga, she spoke out publicly against the domination of warlords (Read her remarks). Since then she has survived four assassination attempts, and travels in Afghanistan under a burqa and with armed guards. 

She is the daughter of a former medical student who was wounded while fighting against the Soviet Union (which invaded and occupied Afganistan from 1979 - 1989). Malalai was 4 years old when her family fled Afghanistan in 1982 to the refugee camps of Iran and then Pakistan. She finished her education in Pakistan and began teaching literacy courses to other women at age 19. After the Soviets left, Malalai Joya returned to Afghanistan in 1998 during the Taliban's reign. During that time she established an orphanage and health clinic, and was soon a vocal opponent of the Taliban. 

Malalai Joya heads the non-governmental group, "Organisation of Promoting Afghan Women's Capabilities" (OPAWC). She is married to a Kabul-based student of agriculture and has six sisters and three brothers. 

Visit MalalaiJoya.com for more information. Also see BBC Profile of Malalai Joya 
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CONTACT: Sonali Kolhatkar


PHONE: 626-676-7884


EMAIL: info@afghanwomensmission.org


WEB: � HYPERLINK "http://www.afghanwomensmission.org" ��www.afghanwomensmission.org�











