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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

February 13, 2006

Afghan Woman Activist and Parliamentarian Begins Nation-wide Tour 

Los Angeles – 27 year old Afghan women’s rights activist and MP, Malalai Joya, will kick off a nationwide speaking tour across the United States on March 6th, 2006. In a recent profile the BBC referred to her as “the most famous woman in Afghanistan.” Joya first gained international attention when she publicly denounced warlords at the 2003 Constitutional Loya Jirga (traditional grand assembly) in Kabul. 

Since then she has survived numerous assassination attempts and is routinely threatened by the powerful men she criticizes. She now requires armed security guards and travels incognito inside Afghanistan. Her courage in standing up to the warlords has earned her great popularity among the people of Afghanistan. In September 2005 she ran for election to the 249-seat Afghan National Assembly as a representative of Farah Province and won the second highest number of votes in that province.

For the first time since her election to the Afghan Parliament, Malalai Joya will visit the United States on a multi-city speaking tour to share her experiences with Americans. Her primary message is that, contrary to media reports and White House officials, Afghan women are far from liberated. In fact, warlords, supported over the years by the US, are among the greatest threats to women’s freedom today. According to Joya, “[U]nder the name of Islam, these criminals did a lot of crimes against our people, especially against the women of Afghanistan.” For more information, visit www.malalaijoya.com. 


BACKGROUND: 

Malalai Joya is the daughter of a former medical student who was wounded while fighting against the Soviet Union (which invaded and occupied Afganistan from 1979 - 1989). Malalai was 4 years old when her family fled Afghanistan in 1982 to the refugee camps of Iran and then Pakistan. She finished her education in Pakistan and began teaching literacy courses to other women at age 19. After the Soviets left, Malalai Joya returned to Afghanistan in 1998 during the Taliban's reign. During that time she established an orphanage and health clinic, and was soon a vocal opponent of the Taliban.

Joya currently heads the non-governmental group, "Organisation of Promoting Afghan Women's Capabilities" (OPAWC) and administers Hamoon Health Clinic in Farah, Afghanistan. She is married to a Kabul-based student of agriculture and has six sisters and three brothers.
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CONTACT: Sonali Kolhatkar


PHONE: 626-676-7884


EMAIL: info@afghanwomensmission.org


WEB: � HYPERLINK "http://www.afghanwomensmission.org" ��www.afghanwomensmission.org�








If you are a member of the media and would like to schedule an interview with Malalai Joya, please call 626-676-7884. Or email � HYPERLINK "mailto:info@afghanwomensmission.org" �info@afghanwomensmission.org�. 


Interviews can only be scheduled after March 5, 2006, when Ms. Joya is in the US. 


If you would like to interview Malalai Joya in studio, please check our �HYPERLINK "http://www.afghanwomensmission.org/press_releases/Joya2006/event_calendar.php"��event calendar� to see if she will be in a city near you. 











